The Canning Tradition
Russian statesmen like Benckendorff, Nesselrode and Tchernitcheff. The queen-mother of Spain, Christina, flitted to and fro between Paris and Madrid. Afterwards she posed as the admirer of England and the friend of Queen Victoria; now she was being feted by the French king as the mother-in-law elect of the Due de Montpensier, whom he wished to make the husband of the younger Spanish princess, Fernanda.
Meanwhile a French envoy, Meunier, had arrived in England to sound the British Government on the subject. The diplomacy of this affair calls for mention here, but the negotiations and their ending have been written about so often that it is unnecessary here to follow all the details. In 1840, during the Carlist War, Guizot's unofficial mention of the subject to Palmers ton not only confirmed the English statesman's suspicion of Louis Philippe's being bent on securing the young Queen Isabella as a bride for his son; it drew forth the declaration that England must veto such a match. Louis Philippe therefore abandoned this idea and directed his efforts to promoting the marriage of Isabella with her cousin the Duke of Cadiz, and to securing for his own son, the Due de Montpensier, the Princess Fernanda. He had satisfied himself that the union of Isabella and the Duke of Cadiz was not likely to be fruitful. The child that might be born of the Due de Montpensier and the Fernanda marriage would in that case be heir to the Spanish throne.
Addressed by Guizot on the same subject in 1841, Aberdeen, who had then just gone to the Foreign Office, declined a suggestion of limiting the Spanish
queen's choice to a Spanish or Neapolitan Bourbon; T                            289